London Docklands
Development Corporation
West India House
Cctober 7T, 1682 Millwall Dock London E14 9T
Telephone 01-515 3000

RAPID RAIL SYSTEM FOR DOCKLANDS APPRCVED

The Government today gave the Greater London Council and the
London Docklands Development Corporation the go-ahead for an
exciting new Light Rail Transport system (LRT). This will bring
high quality and relilable public transport to docklands and link

with the existing London Underground network.

Before the end of the vear, a Private Bill is to be introduced in
the House of Commons by London Transport. The Bill will seek the
necessary approvais, so that work can begin speedily. Detailed
design proposals are to be commissioned immediately and
construction should start in late 1983, with passenger services

fully operational in 1987.

411 the authorities concerned with the redevelopment of docklands
agree that new public transport links are critical in attracting
new businesses, Jjobs, housing and people to the area. Hitherto,
support funds have just not been available. Proposals for the
development of docklands and the provisicn of transport have been

the subject of many studies and reviews over the last decade.

The challenge was to find the best system which could be
implemented with the funds available. The extensicn of the
Jubilee Line was a proposal which perhaps best met the needs of
the area, but the very high costs of construction means it is not

high now on the Government’s 1ist of priorities.

MORE

Chairman Nige! Broackes

Vice Chairman Bob Mellish MP
Chief Executive Reginald Ward
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